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Liturgies for the week of May 31st and June 7th, 2020 

Holy Ghost Church 
Saturday, May 30th 

 
4:00 p.m. 

 
Mary Richardson – IHM Ladies Society 

Saturday, June 6th 4:00 p.m. Annie, Lawrence and June Arsenault – Ivan and Rosemary Dornan 
Holy Family Church 

Saturday, May 30th 

Saturday, June 6th 

 
7:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

 
Jean Stewart – Betty Lou Remington 
For the People 

St. Jude’s Church 
Sunday, May 31st 

 
8:30 a.m. 

 
For the People 

Sunday, June 7th 8:30 a.m. Eric and Linda Taylor (Anniv) – Nancy and Mike 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Sunday, May 31st 

Sunday, June 7th 

 
10:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 

 
Gregory Sullivan – Mary Helena Delahunt 
Jim Fleming (Anniv) – Gordon and Liliana Trail 

 

Daily Readings (Week of June 1st – June 7th, 2020) 
Monday  
(Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church) 

Acts 1:12-14  John 19:25-27 

Tuesday  2 Peter 3:12-15, 17-18  Mark 12:13-17 

Wednesday (St. Charles Lwanga) 2 Timothy 1:1-3, 6-12  Mark 12:18-27 

Thursday  2 Timothy 2:8-15  Mark 12:28-34 

Friday (St. Boniface) 2 Timothy 3:10-17 Mark 12:35-37 

Saturday  2 Timothy 4:1-8  Mark 12:38-44 

Sunday (Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity) Exodus 34:4-6, 8-9 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 John 3:16-18 

Mass Times 
                     Saturdays Sundays 

          4:00 p.m. at Holy Ghost 
          7:00 p.m. at Holy Family 

           8:30 a.m. at St. Jude’s 
        10:30 a.m. at Immaculate Heart of Mary 

    To meet with Fr. Phil, Fr. Charlie or for Confession, call to make an appointment – 386-6178  

 We pray to bring strength to those who are sick and today 
we hold in loving prayer Florence Drisdelle (sister of Adeline 
Fisher), Connie Kavanaugh (niece of Al and Corinne), Peggy 
Melanson (sister of Polly Forsey) and Shirley Connor. May 
each feel our love and our caring. 

 

We also hold in our hearts those who mourn the loss of Eric 
Berry (brother of Garth Berry), the family and friends of 
Patricia Wheeliker (sister of Aubrey Spencer) and those who 
grieve the loss of Beverly Ann Ross . 

Pentecost 
Sunday 

May 31st, 2020 



 
 
 
 
 

As you probably have heard, our provincial health authorities, as well as Archbishop Valery, have given us 
the green light to resume weekend Eucharist with 
a maximum of 50 parishioners. This is good news 
but comes with a list of protocols as long and as 
twisty as the Petitcodiac River. As staff, we have 
been working diligently, behind the scenes, trying 
to prepare our worship spaces and our 
worshippers for the new, albeit temporary, way 
Eucharist will be celebrated. We anticipate 
hiccups, frustrations, and returning to the 
“drawing board” many times before we all get use 
to the new drill. We need everyone’s 
understanding and patience.  
 
Just know ahead of time that all of the guidelines, that are there to keep us safe, fly in the face of what good, 
sound liturgy is all about. We will be having mass each weekend, but it will be far from a celebration. For 
instance, singing is discouraged because when we project our voices, we also project tiny saliva droplets at 
a farther distance than during casual conversation. Good liturgy would have us all singing; the Catholic Mass 
is a “sung liturgy.” The music ministry (choir) is not there to do the singing for us; they are there to lead us 
in our singing. However, for the time being, we are asking you not to sing.  
 
A second practice we are asked to observe is that we will not be sharing in the Communion Cup during 
Mass. Again, this goes against all good liturgical practices as Jesus himself said at the Last Supper: “Take 
this all of you, and drink from it…” He did not say, “Take this some of you” nor “take this is you feel like it.” 
Again, for reasons of safety, we will not be offering the Blood of Christ to those who will be coming forth for 
Communion.  
 
A third procedure to be aware of is that we will not be sharing in the “sign of peace” during Mass. As you 
know, this is a powerful gesture of reaching out to the Body of Christ (our brothers and sisters in faith) 
before receiving the Body of Christ in Communion.  
 
A fourth practice we will be following is that there will be no exchange of words between the priest (or 

communion minister) and the one receiving the Body 
of Christ during the Communion rite. That is, as you 
come to receive Communion no one will say to you, 
“The Body of Christ,” nor will you respond “Amen.” At 
that point the communion minister, wearing a mask 
and having sanitized his/her hands, will simply place 
the blessed bread in your hand without making any 
physical contact with you and without saying any 
words. This obviously is not good liturgy, but it is 
what we have to do to keep everybody safe.  

 
When will we able to return to Mass in its fullness and be able to gather with the entire faith community 
again? Probably not until a vaccine is discovered and administered to everyone. That could be a long way 
off. In the interim, we do our best to make our liturgies as prayerful and as meaningful as we possibly can. 
My fear is that we will begin to think of these temporary measures as permanent. That would be to our 
detriment. These are temporary safety measures designed only to get us through this period of time. I hope, 
when it is all over, we do not continue with these bad habits and minimalist liturgies. We have worked too 

# 



hard and too long to ignore the great gift the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) gave us in the 
reformation and renewal of the Church’s liturgies.  
 
WHEN COVID-19 IS OVER, I hope you will all sing with grateful hearts each and every time you gather for 
liturgy. It was always your role as laity to do that. Unfortunately, in our history, singing got taken over by 
“professionals” and it has taken us, since Vatican II, to give it back to our people. Whoever told you “You 
can’t sing” was wrong. While some are more gifted than others, everyone can and should sing. Those more 
gifted are encouraged to share their gift of music but never to the detriment of the entire assembly.  
 
WHEN COVID-19 IS OVER, I hope you will all respond “Amen” loudly, clearly, and with conviction when a 
communion minister looks you in the eye and says, 
“The Body of Christ.” These are no small words. 
What the communion minister is saying to you has 
dual significance. In other words, do you 
understand that what you are about to receive is 
the Body of Christ in no less a way than what the 
apostles received 2000 years ago at the Last 
Supper? And, do you understand that you are what 
you are about to receive, the Body of Christ? Do you 
know these two truths? Yet, after nearly 23 years 
of priesthood, and perhaps repeating those word 
“The Body of Christ” some 700, 000 or 800, 000 
times (that’s a good sample size), I still only get about 25% of the people responding in any audible way, 
“Amen.” Amen means “let it be so” or “I do believe.” These are words meant to be said with strength of voice 
and conviction. Saying “yes” to being the Body of Christ in the world is not for the faint of heart nor for 
wimps. You are not wimps! 
 
WHEN COVID-19 IS FINALLY OVER, I hope we will return, with gusto, to offering each other the “sign of 
peace.” Originally it was the “kiss of peace.” We scaled back the kiss of peace to a handshake and now, during 
these pandemic days, we have to settle for a wave from a safe distance. Let us return, when we are permitted 
to, to handshakes that are not akin to dead fish or limp noodles. Remember, your handshake says a lot about 
your personality and how you perceive the person in front of you. These are you brothers and sisters in 
faith; look them in the eyes and affirm them with a solid handshake. That way, you will be saying, “I value 
you, you are important in my life, and I pray the ‘Peace of Christ’ will live in you now and forever.” Never 
simply say, “Peace” or “Peace be with you.” Say instead, “The Peace of Christ.” Remember, Christ alone can 
offer us peace the world cannot give. 
 
LASTLY, WHEN COVID-19 IS FINALLY OVER, and we are able to receive Communion from the Cup, I hope 
we do so with greater enthusiasm. It is after all, the Cup of Christ’s suffering. It comes to us at great price. I 
doubt anyone else will ever offer you or me anything so selfless or so intimate over our entire lifetimes. It 
is also one of only a few things Jesus actually asked us to do: “Take this all of you.” While the pandemic 
persists, though, we fast from this form of Communion until we can drink again. Let us use this time to be 
in solidarity with all those who, through no fault of their own, cannot receive the Blood of Christ. Some 
people are alcoholic, some have allergies, and some are on medication that prevents them from regularly 
receiving from the Cup. 
 
I leave you with a poem written, I assume, by Fr. Ron Rolheiser. They are the final words in his book The 
Restless Heart. It is a book dealing with the subject of loneliness and our deep drive for communion both 
with God and with each other. 
 

 



IT WAS A COLD, DARK THURSDAY NIGHT 
 

A man was discouraged, 
Discouraged as only one could be, 

Who looks on much hard work, 
on much sincerity, 

and sees only failure, 
and a sinking sun. 

 
ON THAT DARK THURSDAY NIGHT, 

A man feels alone, 
and lonely, 

and frightened. 
He sweats blood, in darkness, 

the blood of loneliness, 
the loneliness of all people. 

 
ON THAT DARK THURSDAY NIGHT, 

A man looked on loneliness, and 
He yearned to heal. 

He yearned to lead all into unity, 
Into Community, and 

Out of the damned aloneness 
Which keeps people from warmth and life. 

 
ON THAT DARK THURSDAY NIGHT, 

A man sweats blood, 
in body and spirit. 

He sweats in darkness, 
He sweats in loneliness, 

And 
it is then… 

 
ON THAT DARK THURSDAY NIGHT, 

A man takes bread and wine, and says: 
This is my body, this is my blood, 

Meet often, 
Eat this bread, drink this wine, 

And when you do, 
I’ll be there, and… 

 
AS ON THIS DARK THURSDAY NIGHT, 

I’ll be leading you out of fear and loneliness, 
Out of isolation and darkness, 

Into Communion, 
Into a community of warmth and life, 

with God, and 
with each other.” 

 
ON ONE DARK THURSDAY NIGHT, 
When the sun had long gone down, 

And hope and warmth had said good-bye, 
When the darkness of loneliness had seemed to win the earth, 

We were given, 
as a gift from God, 

the possibility of Community. 



Exploring Our Faith 
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

Send forth your Spirit and we shall be created, and you shall renew the face of the earth.” 
 

Pat Marrin, of NCR’s “Pencil Preaching” compares last week’s feast of the Ascension 

to a graduation. Jesus is preparing his disciples for a new and transformed way to live 

out their understanding of Jesus and his mission. I can imagine Jesus delivering a 

rousing, convocation speech to the disciples, “You’re ready! You can do this! You 

know the message by heart, so trust your experiences and your instinct. Don’t worry 

about not knowing everything ahead of time, you’ll get better as you go. And I 

promise, I’ll be with you in Spirit every step of the way. Now go out and change the 

world!”  

 

Today, we celebrate Pentecost, (the birthday of the church) and we hear the story of 

how those “newly graduated” disciples begin their mission with a new-found strength 

and understanding of the Holy Spirit, just as Jesus had promised. Pat Marrin calls this 

interval between Ascension and Pentecost, “the most critical transition in our faith.”  

Just as the disciples had to move from their reliance on the physical presence to guide them, to a faith guided by the internal 

presence of the risen Christ, we too, must make a transition from a faith led by the knowledge and traditions passed on to us 

by others, to a faith that has joined this knowledge to an experience of the risen Christ deep within our own heart and soul. 

If it is to become a life-giving faith, it must be motivated by a love for God deep within us and not one driven only by 

dogmatic rules or a fear of breaking the rules.  

 

This need to transition from Ascension to Pentecost has become very evident during our present pandemic upheavals. Our 

church gatherings had always provided us with structure and rituals to guide our prayer life. There were liturgical schedules 

that reminded us of where we needed to be and what the focus of prayer would be. A community of like-minded Catholics 

welcomed us, sang and prayed with us and helped hold us accountable to our commitment of faith. The present restrictions 

of social-distancing has meant that we can’t always rely on those physical structures or tangible rituals to be help nudge us 

in the right direction. Our community of faith is scattered and we can’t count on praying together or supporting each other 

at scheduled times. How do we maintain our commitment to our baptismal promises? How do we stay motivated to seek out 

the spiritual nourishment we need for a healthy faith?  

 

Like the disciples who could no longer count on Jesus’ physical presence to guide them, we too, have to open our hearts and 

lives to the Holy Spirit to help us discern where we need to go and what we need to do to feed our faith and our relationship 

with God. Even if, like the disciples, we experience doubts or fears, we know what Jesus taught us to do. As the story of 

Pentecost shows us, to love, to forgive, to be compassionate, to help the lonely and afraid does not require a ritual or a 

building. These actions speak the universal language of Christ and are understood by all of humanity. As St. Paul reminds 

us, we are all given gifts by the Spirit, not for our benefit, but “for the common good.” Jesus tells us we don’t need to be 

perfect nor do we need to know what the future will hold. He is sending us out anyway - promising that he will never leave 

us orphaned to face the task alone. In other words, do what Jesus taught us and the Holy Spirit will help us figure out what 

comes next. When we ask the Spirit to guide us, our efforts to live out Jesus’ message will be transformed and make us into 

the Body of Christ we were always called to be.  

 

Over and over the risen Jesus greets his disciples with the words, “Peace be with you.” The peace Jesus promises isn’t a 

peace defined by feeling serene or having a life without struggles or pain. It is, instead, a peace that comes from knowing 

that no matter what the future may bring, God’s grace will be there to provide hope, light and redemption. Jesus breathes his 

Spirit into us with the same power that he gave to the disciples and asks us, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”  

Mary Joshi 

 

Did You Know? – Every Sunday, the Catholic (universal) Church all over the world, gathers her children 
to the Eucharist.  Some of these faithful come with deep apprehension and fear of being attacked, because 
it may have happened many times before in their country.  As we begin to reopen our own churches, we 
should all remember our brothers and sisters worldwide for whom Eucharist costs so much.   Going to 
church is statement that we are in solidarity with those persecuted for their faith.    

(Bausch pg 33) 



Immaculate Heart of Mary Church is seeking a full time 
Caretaker.  The Caretaker plays an integral role in the life of 
the parish by keeping the church buildings and property clean 
and maintained.  Additionally, the Caretaker does set ups and 
take downs for events and activities in our parish.   The 
successful candidate will be capable of physical work, 
independent work, and working with other staff and 
committee members.  The tasks require the successful 

candidate to work both inside and outside. This position is full time with a probationary period of up to 6 
months.  For a full description and application information, please visit our website 
www.setmoncton.com.  Application deadline is Friday, June 5th at 4:00 p.m. 

 

On Sunday, June 21st, Al Kavanaugh will be participating in his 19th Annual ALS 
Walk Strong Event.  Sadly, right now ALS (Lou Gehrig’s Disease) is a terminal 
illness, but Al believes that there is still life to be lived and joy to be found and 
both of these deserve to be celebrated for every single person!  For everybody’s 
health, it’s going to be a virtual walk this year, and as always, Al says that he 
will have his dear friend, Ken Lamey, right there by his side (and in his heart). 

If you would like to support Al, please call him at 389-3913.   
He’d love to hear from you! 

 

Holy Ghost Church 

Holy Ghost parishioners are still selling tickets ($2 each or 3 for $5) on a wonderful combination of 
gift cards worth $300!!  If anyone within our parish grouping would like to purchase 

tickets, please consider using e-transfer and Teresa O’Hara of Holy Ghost will put your name 
on the tickets.  You can use the email teresa.ohara@ambulancenb.ca   Thank you! 

Happy 52nd Wedding Anniversary to Sylvia and Sonny Rossiter! 
May you receive many blessings through the coming year. 

Please note that the celebration that was planned for Father Donald Layden in Goshen to 
celebrate his 50th anniversary of priesthood has been postponed. This was planned for July 12th 

but is being postponed due to Covid-19. 

 

Thank you for your faithful offering to our church!  It has been a difficult winter and spring with 
Mass cancellations due to weather and now the pandemic.  We are grateful for your help in meeting 

our financial commitments. 
 

Weekly Collection for all Churches 

Holy Family and Peoples Park Tower 
Church Support $1210.50 
Maintenance Fund $44.50 

St. Jude’s Church 
Church Support $1610.00 

 

Holy Ghost Church 
Church Support $510.05 (the 5¢ was for Covid surcharge ☺) 

Easter $55.00; Papal $25.00; Good Friday $10.00 
Thank you to those who reached out to have their  

envelopes picked up for the past 2 months! 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church 
Church Support $1593.50; Building Fund $257.10 

Social Action $80.00; Youth $20.00 

 

http://www.setmoncton.com/
mailto:teresa.ohara@ambulancenb.ca


Coming Back to Mass! 
 

We yearn to come together as a faith community, but first and 
foremost, we must be a safe faith community. 

 
Depending on the size of the church, each Mass may have a maximum of  
50 people in attendance.  To reserve a place, you must call the parish office at  
386-6178, Monday to Friday between the hours of 9 a.m. and noon.  We will not 
take reservations outside of those hours and we cannot use email or texting as we 
need to speak with you when you call.  There are specific questions we must ask 
you and some information that we must give you.  A phone call is required. 

• To start, we will celebrate weekend Mass at our four churches, as per the original 

schedule.   

• Peoples Park Tower will have to wait a bit longer.  

• We will do our best to ensure that each parishioner will get to attend once, before 

anyone else attends twice.   

• No weekday Mass yet. 

 

When coming to Mass, we need you to: 
• In the parking lot, stay safely 6 feet apart. 

• At the church door, stop and allow the volunteer to check you in. 

• Inside the door, stop and you will be given hand-sanitizer (your hands will be 

‘squirted’ ☺). 

• Inside the church, follow the volunteer to your assigned seat. 

• During Mass, follow all arrows and markings on the floor, so we all stay safely 6 

feet apart. 

• During Mass, enjoy the Music Ministry, small in numbers but mighty in song!  

Hum along, but for now, no singing. 

• After Mass, respect the safety of keeping the 6 feet between you and your fellow 

parishioners while leaving the building and when out in the parking lot. 

 
 

Maybe this ‘new normal’ won’t be what we want it to be,  
but it will be what we need it to be.  

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

What is a Dispensation from Mass? 

Those who are sick (fever, cough, etc), those over the age of 70 and those with medical 
or at-risk conditions are advised not to go to church. We know that this is difficult but 
during the time of this pandemic, the dispensation of Sunday Mass is given for those 
who cannot go, and for those advised not to go, to church.  Rather, these faithful are 
invited to read the Word of God and to pray in their homes and to participate in the 
celebrations of the Mass via TV, radio and/or the Internet. 

The words about dispensation from Mass are meant to ask people over 70 to ‘assess 
their own risk’ and ultimately, to make their own decision.  If you are someone who 
is comfortable to go out for groceries, then you are someone who will be comfortable 
to come to church.  We cannot wait to see everyone again, but we do want you all to 
remain safe and healthy.  Take care! 

Note:  St. Elizabeth of the Trinity will continue to live-stream Mass while we are restricted to 
50 people at each church.  For now, live-stream Mass will continue to be from Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, and it will be at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday morning. 

 

WE WANT YOU TO FEEL SAFE INSIDE YOUR PLACE OF WORSHIP.   

Please know that before each Mass, every pew, railing, door handle and all 
bathrooms will have been cleaned and sanitized by a crew of amazing 

volunteers!   
Please help them by making sure that you take all of your belongings with 

you when you leave. 

WE WANT YOU TO FEEL SAFE INSIDE YOUR PLACE OF WORSHIP.   

You will notice some changes to the Mass: 
• A volunteer will bring you to your pre-assigned seat(s) 

• There will be one Lector for all readings 

• There will be no Altar Servers  

• We will not be singing 

• We will wish each other the Peace of Christ by nodding, smiling, bowing 

and waving.  

• We will be silent when receiving Holy Eucharist 

Although not mandatory, to increase your comfort level,  
we encourage everyone to wear his or her own mask. 


